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Jakarta Relocation Starter Kit for Professionals 

(2026 Edition) 

Relocating for work to Jakarta – the vibrant capital of Indonesia – can be both exciting and overwhelming. 

This starter kit is a comprehensive guide for professionals (domestic and international) planning a relokasi 

profesional ke Jakarta (professional relocation to Jakarta). We’ve broken down the city into five key regions 

– Central, South, West, East, and North Jakarta – each with its own character, housing market, amenities, 

and lifestyle. Whether you’re looking for a high-rise apartemen Jakarta Selatan (South Jakarta apartment) 

near the office or a quieter suburban vibe, this guide provides updated insights (2024–2025 data) to help 

you make an informed move. We’ll cover area overviews, popular neighborhoods, housing costs, transport 

links, coworking hubs, leisure spots, pros and cons, relocation tips, and local FAQs for each region. By the 

end, you’ll feel prepared to start tinggal di Jakarta Barat or any area with confidence – and when you’re 

ready, Noble Asia’s team is here to help you find your perfect home and offer a private tour. Let’s dive in!  

West Jakarta 

 

Source: ashleyhotelgroup.com 

 

 



 
 
 

Overview and Demographics 

West Jakarta (Jakarta Barat or “Jakbar”) is a lively area blending commerce, residential enclaves, and rich 

history. It’s home to about 2.6 million people in 2024, making it the city’s second most populous region 

(and densest, with around 17,000 people per km²). Historically, West Jakarta includes the old Kota Tua (Old 

Town) area, which was the heart of Batavia during Dutch colonial times – you’ll find heritage architecture 

and Chinatown vibes there. Today, West Jakarta is a mix of old and new: traditional markets and temples 

stand not far from gleaming new malls and high-rises. The demographics feature a significant 

Chinese-Indonesian community, especially around Glodok (Jakarta’s Chinatown), which influences the 

culture (you’ll see festive decorations during Chinese New Year and lots of Chinese eateries). Key industries 

in West Jakarta include trade and manufacturing. Many warehouses, factories, and wholesale markets 

(textiles in Tanah Abang on the border, electronics in Glodok, etc.) drive the economy. There’s also a 

burgeoning creative scene – some TV studios and media companies are based here (e.g. RCTI in Kebon 

Jeruk). Lifestyle-wise, West Jakarta is known for major shopping hubs like Central Park Mall and Mall 

Taman Anggrek in the Tanjung Duren area, and for its food – people cross town for famous street foods in 

West Jakarta (like chicken noodles in Greenville or nasi uduk in Kebon Jeruk). Compared to Central or South, 

West Jakarta is a bit more laid-back and local in feel, yet it’s rapidly modernizing with new apartment 

towers and offices. If you want a balance of city convenience and traditional charm, West Jakarta offers an 

interesting middle ground. 

Top Neighborhoods for Professionals 

West Jakarta covers a broad area, from the city’s historic core to newer residential suburbs. Here are some 

neighborhoods popular among working professionals: 

● Tanjung Duren / Grogol: This area has transformed into a lifestyle center of West Jakarta. It hosts 

the Podomoro City superblock which includes Central Park Mall, Neo Soho Mall, and several 

apartment towers (Mediterania 1, 2, Royal Medit, etc.). Professionals like living in Tanjung Duren for 

the convenience – you can live in a modern condo right above a mall and near offices in the area. 

It’s also reasonably central: drive 15-20 minutes east and you’re in the heart of Central Jakarta 

(traffic permitting). Rent here ranges mid-level, and the area is full of students too (Tarumanagara 

and Trisakti Universities are nearby), giving it a youthful vibe. 
 

● Puri Indah / Kebon Jeruk: Often considered the “South Jakarta of the West” due to its upscale 

development. Puri Indah has a sizable expat community (especially Korean and Japanese expats 

working in west-side industries). It features the Puri Indah Mall and Lippo Mall Puri, upscale 

shopping centers, and has many gated housing complexes and new high-rise apartments like St. 

Moritz. Puri’s appeal is its strategic location near the Jakarta–Tangerang toll road (good for airport 

access) and its relatively suburban feel (wider streets, less crowded than inner city). Kebon Jeruk, 

adjacent to Puri, is known for the media offices (RCTI TV station) and some older residential areas; 

it’s also developing quickly with new condos. Professionals enjoy Puri Indah for a high standard of 

living at a slightly lower cost than South Jakarta, plus the benefit of being closer to the airport and 

still within city boundaries. 
 

 



 
 
 

● Slipi / Palmerah: Closer to Central Jakarta, Slipi and Palmerah are actually part of West Jakarta. Slipi 

is a small district but important due to the Slipi Jaya area and proximity to the Senayan CBD. There 

are some office towers around (like Wisma 77, and the headquarters of state TV TVRI nearby), and 

housing tends to be older low-rise apartments or landed houses. It’s not a shiny expat area, but if 

you work in Central/West and want to live close, Slipi is very strategic (you can even get to 

Sudirman via bus or a quick drive). Palmerah has a famous local market and train station (on the 

line from Serpong), and apartments like Apartemen Semanggi on its border. These areas are more 

local in feel but offer short commutes to downtown and relatively affordable rents for the location. 
 

● Green Lake / Daan Mogot: On the western edge of Jakarta (towards Cengkareng and the airport 

direction), there are newer developments like Green Lake City – a township with houses, 

apartments, and its own mall. These are appealing for those who perhaps work in the suburbs or 

travel frequently, as you’re outside the most congested part of the city and closer to the airport. 

Daan Mogot itself is a main corridor with many housing complexes and some new apartments (like 

Daan Mogot City). It’s a more middle-class Indonesian neighborhood vibe. Professionals who don’t 

need to go to central daily might choose this for cheaper rent and less hustle, or if their office is in 

West Jakarta’s industrial areas. 
 

● Kembangan & Meruya: These adjacent areas in West Jakarta have seen more middle-class housing 

growth. There are many townhouse complexes, and some international schools (e.g. IPEKA). It’s a 

bit further from commercial hubs, so many who live here have cars and enjoy a quieter residential 

environment. If you work in West Jakarta or even Tangerang, living here can cut commute 

compared to if you lived in South/Central. Rent for houses can be more affordable; apartments are 

fewer here (it’s more landed housing). It’s a good area for those wanting a suburban feel – you’ll 

find lots of local eateries, little parks, etc., and a strong community vibe. 
 

Additionally, parts of Cengkareng (like City Park Apartment area) house many young workers due to 

reasonable rents, and Kalideres has some newer flats. Kosambi and Teluk Gong are more 

industrial/residential mixed zones (with cheaper housing but fewer amenities). When choosing West 

Jakarta, being near a highway or main road can be a factor since east-west public transport is improving but 

still not as comprehensive as south-north. 

Average Rental and Purchase Prices 

West Jakarta generally offers more bang for your buck in housing compared to Central or South. Here’s an 

overview of costs: 

Rental Prices: The average rent in West Jakarta is lower than the upscale parts of town. For instance, you 

can find a decent studio or 1BR apartment starting around Rp 1.5–3 million per month in some areas. 

Examples: Grogol’s Mediterania apartments – a studio can go for ~Rp 2.5-3 million/month; City Park 

Apartment Cengkareng – small units from Rp 1.5 million. In mid-range condos like Puri Park View or Green 

Park View (both in Kembangan), rents are quite affordable – e.g. a 2BR can be Rp 4-5 million. On the higher 

end, Puri Indah’s luxury apartments (St. Moritz, The Windsor) are pricey: a 2BR there might be Rp 10–15 

million/month, reflecting their upscale status. Houses for rent in West Jakarta also range widely: a modern 

 



 
 
 
3BR house in a gated Puri Indah cluster might be Rp 15-20 million, but an older house in Meruya or Kebon 

Jeruk could be Rp 6-10 million. It’s this range that makes West Jakarta attractive to many – you can find 

budget accommodation or high-end, depending on your lifestyle. As per some data, the median rent 

citywide is around Rp 4.9 million, and West Jakarta has plenty of options at or below that median, unlike 

South/Central. Always remember to check what’s included in rent (some West Jakarta apartments might 

include parking, others charge extra, for example). 

Purchase Prices: Buying property in West Jakarta is comparatively cheaper, especially in “non-prime” areas. 

According to market analyses, Jakarta’s non-prime average (which includes a lot of West, East, North) is 

~IDR 27 million/m². West Jakarta likely sits around that mark or a bit higher for new developments. For 

example, a newer apartment in Taman Anggrek Residence might be ~Rp 30-35 million/m² (since it’s 

attached to a popular mall), while a slightly older unit in Mediterania Grogol could be ~Rp 20-25 million/m². 

Landed houses vary by location: land in Kebon Jeruk or Puri Indah can be quite pricey per meter (because 

those are sought-after), often tens of millions of IDR per m², whereas farther out (Kalideres), land is 

cheaper. In general, West Jakarta property has been appreciating but not as steeply as central locations. 

This means opportunities for value – some professionals choose to buy a townhome in West Jakarta where 

they can afford more space, rather than a tiny apartment for the same price in South. If investment is on 

your mind, note that rental yields in West can be decent (since purchase price is lower but rent is not 

proportionally that low). One stat from property listings: median listing price per m² for Jakarta at large was 

around IDR 18 million (likely including many West/East older properties) – so there are deals. Always do due 

diligence; some cheaper apartments may have weaker HOAs or maintenance issues, so inspect before 

buying. 

Summary of costs: It’s fair to say West Jakarta allows a professional to live more economically. For roughly 

Rp 6-8 million/month, you could get a comfortable 2BR apartment in a nice West Jakarta complex, whereas 

that might only fetch a small 1BR in South. If your office is on the west side or you don’t mind a commute to 

central, your money goes further here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Access to Public Transport 

 

Source: kompasotomotif 

West Jakarta’s public transport connectivity has been improving, though it’s not as extensive as the 

central-south axis. Key points: 

● TransJakarta BRT: Several TransJakarta corridors serve West Jakarta: 
 

○ Corridor 3 (Kalideres to Pasar Baru) runs east-west across West Jakarta, connecting areas 

like Cengkareng, Grogol, to Central Jakarta. 
 

○ Corridor 8 (Lebak Bulus – Harmoni) cuts through West Jakarta’s southern part (via Kebon 

Jeruk, Slipi). If you’re near Kebon Jeruk or Taman Anggrek, you can hop on this to go to 

central. 
 

○ Corridor 9 (Pinang Ranti – Pluit) goes from East to North-West, passing by Grogol 

interchange; many feeder routes also converge in Grogol, which is a key bus hub. 
 

○ There are also specific cross-town routes, like one connecting Puri Indah to downtown via 

the toll road. 

 

 



 
 
 

○ TransJakarta buses are a reliable way to get to central areas from West Jakarta, using the 

designated lanes. For example, from Kalideres BRT terminal, you can reach Harmoni 

(central) without getting stuck in regular traffic. Neighborhoods not directly on BRT have 

angkor (minibuses) and now many have the local MikroTrans (little van/buses) integrated 

with JakLingko payment – these feed into main TransJakarta stops. 
 

● KRL Commuter Rail: The commuter train’s Tangerang line starts from Duri station (West Jakarta) to 

Tangerang city. Duri itself is a transfer station (to the Bekasi line), and people in West Jakarta 

sometimes use nearby Grogol or Kalideres stations. However, this line is less used for commuting 

into downtown because it doesn’t go through Sudirman; instead it goes north to Kota. The Green 

line (Serpong line) from South Tangerang has a station at Palmerah (West Jakarta’s border with 

Central) and Tanah Abang (Central, but near West border) – if you live in, say, Permata Hijau (West) 

you might drive to Palmerah station and take the KRL to Sudirman. 
Also, the Red line (Bogor line) has Tanah Abang on the edge of West/Central – Tanah Abang is a 

huge hub, so some West Jakartans take KRL from there to South (like to Sudirman or Tebet). 
In short, West Jakarta itself doesn’t have the MRT yet, but commuter rail on its periphery can be 

useful, albeit indirectly. 
 

● Future MRT/LRT: Plans are in place for MRT East-West Line which will eventually cross from West 

Jakarta (possibly starting around Kalideres) through the center to East Jakarta. But completion is 

years away (projected early 2030s). There’s also talk of extending the existing LRT or new BRT lines 

into West’s further reaches. For now, though, these are not in operation. 
 

● Roads and Highways: West Jakarta benefits from having the Inner Ring Toll Road running along its 

edge (you can access it from Slipi or Tomang to go north or south around the city). It also has the 

Jakarta–Merak Toll (Tangerang Toll) which cuts east-west across it; this is key for reaching the 

airport. For example, from Puri Indah you can get on this toll and be at Soekarno-Hatta 

International Airport in about 25-40 minutes (traffic depending), making West Jkt very convenient 

for frequent fliers. Regular roads like Jl. Daan Mogot, Jl. Panjang, Jl. S. Parman are major arteries; 

they do get congested at rush hour, especially where they converge at Grogol and Tomang. 
 

● Bus & Minivan Networks: Apart from TransJakarta, many kopaja and metromini (minibuses) still 

operate connecting West Jakarta neighborhoods to downtown. Now they are being phased into the 

JakLingko system, which is a one-ticket for all. If you’re adventurous, ojek (motorcycle taxis) are 

everywhere and can be summoned via Gojek/Grab apps – they are a very popular mode for West 

Jkt residents to nip through traffic, e.g. a GrabBike from Puri to say, Sudirman might take 30 min vs 

a car’s 1 hour in peak jam. 
 

● Walkability: Some areas in West Jakarta, like around Central Park Mall, have tried to improve 

sidewalks. The Taman Anggrek–Central Park–Neo Soho complex is pedestrian-friendly within itself. 

Kota Tua (Old Town) is also pedestrianized in parts for tourists. However, many West Jakarta areas 

still lack good sidewalks (like along Daan Mogot or smaller streets), so walking long distances isn’t 

common aside from within local areas or to nearby warungs. 

 



 
 
 
In summary, while West Jakarta doesn’t yet have the fancy MRT, it’s fairly well-connected through buses 

and toll roads. Many professionals here might rely on driving for convenience (especially those in Puri Indah 

or farther west), but increasing numbers use park-and-ride at bus stops or motorcycles to beat traffic. If you 

plan to commute to downtown daily from West, consider using TransJakarta or living near a corridor, as that 

can cut an unpredictable car commute of 1+ hour to a steady ~30-40 minutes on a bus lane. 

Coworking Spaces and Corporate Hubs 

 

Source: monolooghotels 

West Jakarta is not primarily known for big corporate HQs (most are in Central/South), but it does have its 

own business and industrial centers. Also, coworking is emerging to cater to local entrepreneurs and remote 

workers. Let’s break it down: 

Corporate Hubs in West Jakarta: 

● Kebon Jeruk Business District: Around the Kebon Jeruk arterial road and near RCTI, there are 

several office towers (e.g. Kebon Jeruk Office Park, Tokopedia’s older office, etc.). This area has 

some media and tech companies. It’s not huge, but it’s noteworthy if you’re in broadcasting or 

similar industries. 
 

● Puri Indah CBD: Lippo Group has been developing Puri as a new CBD. The St. Moritz complex has 

office towers where some finance and tech firms have moved. The area aims to create a satellite 

business hub so people don’t have to go to SCBD. It’s still growing, but within a few years it might 

 



 
 
 

host more big companies. 
 

● Daan Mogot / Cengkareng Industrial Zone: Further west, many manufacturing and logistics 

companies have offices, warehouses, or plants (like beverage factories, textiles, etc.). While not a 

“corporate hub” in the white-collar sense, professionals in supply chain or manufacturing might be 

based here. The Kawasan Daan Mogot is an industrial estate, and Kamal area too. 
 

● Kota Tua Area: Though more touristy now, near Kota you have banks (Bank Mandiri Museum was 

an old HQ) and the bustling trade offices around Glodok and Mangga Dua (some big import/export 

businesses operate there). 
 

● Government Offices: West Jakarta has the City Government office in Kedoya, and a few ministries 

have branches (e.g. Ministry of Religious Affairs in Thamrin City border). But major ministries are 

mostly central. 
 

Coworking & Startup Scene: 
West Jakarta’s startup scene is not as dense as South, but it’s growing. For those who live here and 

remote-work, coworking spaces are popping up: 

● CoHive at West Jakarta – CoHive had a space at Lippo St. Moritz office tower for startups in Puri 

(status might have changed post-2020, but similar spaces exist). 
 

● GoWork – they had plans to expand to malls like Puri Indah Mall or Taman Anggrek; need to check, 

but if not, likely soon since these malls have vacant office spaces. 
 

● Hacktiv8 – a coding bootcamp in Kedoya has a coworking vibe (for techies). 
 

● There are smaller local coworking spots like Werkspace in Kebon Jeruk, Colony in Slipi, etc. 
 Additionally, many professionals in West Jakarta utilize cafes as pseudo-workspaces (Starbucks at 

Central Park on weekday afternoons is full of people on laptops!). The relatively lower cost of living 

means some entrepreneurs set up offices here to save money. 
 

Industries Unique to West: You’ll also find creative industry clusters – for example, fashion wholesalers and 

designers near Tanah Abang, or electronics trading companies in Glodok. These might not be in shiny 

offices, but for someone in those trades, West is where the action is. 

In essence, if your job isn’t already based in West, you might not commute here for work. But if you 

relocate to West Jakarta and work remotely or run a business, you’ll find enough infrastructure to support 

you (coworking, cafes, etc.), and you’ll enjoy being somewhat out of the rat race of downtown while still 

connected. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Cafés, Gyms, Parks, and Schools 

 

Source: centralparkjakarta.com 

West Jakarta provides a colorful daily life with a mix of the old and the new. Here’s what you can expect in 

terms of leisure and living essentials: 

● Cafés & Culinary Scene: West Jakarta arguably has some of the best food in town, especially if 

you’re adventurous. Glodok (Chinatown) is famous for its street food – from pork satays, bakso 

(meatball soup), to the legendary kopi es tak kie (iced coffee shop since 1927). Areas like Greenville 

and Tanjung Duren are known among locals as food destinations – you’ll find every kind of noodle 

(bakmi) and rice dish, often open till late. For a more modern café experience, malls like Central 

Park and Puri Indah have plenty of coffee chains and indie cafes. Also, Pesanggrahan street has a 

stretch of trendy restaurants and dessert shops that young people flock to. If you like night street 

food, try Jenker (Jalan Panjang) in Kebon Jeruk which gets lively with seafood tents. West Jakarta’s 

diversity (especially Chinese-Indonesian community) means you can enjoy cuisines like authentic 

Chinese, Indonesian Peranakan, and also international – e.g. there’s a little Korean dining cluster in 

Kebon Jeruk due to the expat community. In short, from hawker centers to hipster cafes, you won’t 

go hungry or uncaffeinated in West Jakarta! 
 

● Gyms & Fitness: Many West Jakarta residents rely on mall gyms or sports clubs. Celebrity Fitness at 

Taman Anggrek Mall is popular, as is Fitness First in Puri Indah Mall. There’s also a Gold’s Gym in the 

area. For those who prefer sports, Gelora Kedoya and Gor Kota are sports centers that have 

badminton, futsal courts you can rent. Jogging tracks can be found at parks like Srengseng City 

Forest or in compounds. Some neighborhoods have informal aerobics or tai-chi groups in the 

mornings (especially where there are parks). If you’re into martial arts, some of Jakarta’s top muay 

thai and MMA gyms (like Zealot Muay Thai in Meruya) are in West. As far as relaxation, West 

 



 
 
 

Jakarta has a number of massage spas (some family-friendly, some reflexology centers like Nest 

Family Reflexology in Greenville). 
 

● Parks & Greenery: West Jakarta is more urbanized, but it does have a few refreshing spots. Taman 

Cattleya (Tomang area) is a small city park with a lake – good for a quick jog or to sit outdoors. The 

Srengseng City Forest in West Jakarta is a hidden gem: it’s a relatively large green park with a lake 

and trails – great for weekend picnics or runs. Kota Tua (Fatahillah Square) isn’t green space, but 

it’s a car-free plaza where families hang out, and nearby there’s Kalijodo Park, a former red-light 

district turned skate park & playground. If you have kids, Jakarta Aquarium in Neo Soho (Tanjung 

Duren) is an educational indoor sea-life park. For water fun, there’s Waterbom PIK (technically 

North, but not far for West Jkt folks via toll) or smaller waterparks in Cengkareng. While West lacks 

the big parks of South, community initiatives like RPTRA (child-friendly public spaces) have created 

playgrounds in many sub-districts where locals gather. One more: if you like golf, Bandengan Golf 

Drive Range or Senayan (not far) could be options. 
 

● Shopping & Entertainment: West Jakarta’s malls deserve a mention beyond cafes. Central Park 

Mall and Taman Anggrek Mall are side by side – between them you have hundreds of shops, an 

ice-skating rink (at Taman Anggrek), cinemas, and events (Central Park has an outdoor park area 

where they hold concerts or festive markets). Mall Ciputra (Citraland) in Grogol is older but has 

affordable shops and a big supermarket. Puri Indah Mall and the newer Lippo Mall Puri cater to the 

upscale crowd and have great dining and a nice cinema. One unique spot: Glodok electronics 

markets – an experience if you need gadgets; you bargain in multi-story markets like Harco Glodok 

or Glodok Plaza. And for history buffs, West is where Museum Fatahillah, Museum Bank Indonesia, 

and other museums are – making a leisurely Saturday museum-hopping in Kota quite fun and 

educational. 
 

● Schools & Education: West Jakarta has a mix of local and international schools. For expats or those 

seeking international curricula, IPEKA International (PIK area, North/West border) is known, 

Springfield School in Kemanggisan (Christian international school), BINUS School Simprug 

(technically South, but near West border), and Jakarta Taipei School (in Kebon Jeruk for Taiwanese 

curriculum) are some options. There’s also British School Jakarta bus pickup in this area even 

though the school is far (BSD). Many Indonesian parents prefer reputable national-plus schools in 

West like IPEKA, BPK Penabur, SMAK 1 Penabur (high-ranking high school), SMAN 78 (top public 

high school in Kemanggisan). If you have younger kids, preschools and daycares are available in 

areas like Puri and Tanjung Duren. University-wise, West Jakarta hosts Trisakti University, 

Tarumanagara University, Bina Nusantara (Binus) University – meaning the area has lots of 

students. For a professional, this means opportunities for further studies or an MBA part-time if 

interested, or simply that the area is youthful and has educational resources (language courses, 

etc.). One more point: as West Jakarta has a significant Chinese-Indonesian community, many kids 

attend Mandarin courses or Sunday schools – if learning Mandarin or Indonesian culture interests 

you or your family, you’ll find institutes for that here. 
 

 



 
 
 
Overall, West Jakarta offers a robust everyday life: authentic food, big malls, some nature corners, and 

decent schooling – all with a more local Jakarta flavor. It’s a great area to immerse yourself in Jakarta’s 

urban community. 

Pros and Cons of Living in West Jakarta 

Pros: 

● Affordable Urban Living: West Jakarta lets you enjoy city life without the premium price tag of 

downtown. Housing is cheaper for more space – e.g. you might afford a two-bedroom in a nice 

West Jakarta complex for the price of a tiny one-bedroom in SCBD. Daily expenses (eating out at 

local places, groceries in traditional markets) can also be lower. It’s a good value proposition for 

professionals on a budget or those prioritizing space and cost. 
 

● Rich Culture and Food Scene: By living in West Jakarta, you’re plugged into Jakarta’s historical and 

cultural roots. You have Chinatown (Glodok) at your doorstep with its temples and traditional 

markets, and Old Town with colonial buildings and museums. The diversity of the population means 

lots of cultural festivals – e.g. Cap Go Meh (Chinese New Year) festivities, or Islamic traditions in 

kampungs during Eid. And of course, the food is legendary – many locals say the best street food is 

in West Jakarta. If you’re a foodie or love exploring culture, West won’t disappoint. 
 

● Shopping and Convenience: West Jakarta has some of the best malls and markets. Whether you 

want high-end fashion (you can find it at Taman Anggrek/Lippo Puri) or bargain wholesale (Glodok, 

Tanah Abang nearby), it’s all accessible. Also, being close to Tanah Abang market (just over the 

border in Central) is great for textiles or ready-made clothes shopping on the cheap. You pretty 

much can get anything in West Jakarta – it’s a commerce-heavy area. 
 

● Closer to Airport and Tangerang: If you travel often for work or pleasure, living in West is a boon. 

You can reach Soekarno-Hatta Airport relatively faster than from other regions since you’re on the 

west side of town – crucial for those early morning flights. Also, if your work or clients are in the 

manufacturing hubs of Tangerang/BSD, you save commute time being in the west. 
 

● Community Feel: Despite being urban, West Jakarta has strong local communities. Many residential 

streets have that kampung vibe where neighbors know each other, and you might get invited to 

local gatherings. There are also active community centers and places of worship (churches, temples, 

mosques) that have gatherings. For someone relocating, this can feel welcoming – you can 

experience a more authentic local integration if you wish. West Jakarta people are often proud 

“Orang Jakarta” (true Jakartans) with generations rooted here. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
Cons: 

● Traffic (yes, still traffic): Jakarta’s congestion doesn’t spare the west. While you might dodge some 

Central gridlock, certain bottlenecks in West Jakarta are notorious – Tomang Interchange, Grogol 

Junction, Kebon Jeruk to name a few. Rush hour on roads like Daan Mogot or around Mall Taman 

Anggrek can be very slow. And since fewer West Jakarta areas have MRT, you rely on roads more. If 

you work in South/Central and live in West, brace for a potentially long commute (though 

TransJakarta helps). 
 

● Limited Public Transit Options: Building on the above, until the MRT East-West line comes, public 

transit in West is mostly buses. There’s no quick train connecting West to, say, Sudirman yet 

(besides KRL from certain points). So, those who prefer trains/metros might feel it lacking. Also, 

using public buses might be initially daunting if you’re not used to Jakarta’s system, though it’s quite 

doable once you learn. 
 

● Less “Prestige”/Modernity: Some may perceive West Jakarta as less prestigious or less clean than 

Central/South. It’s true that some parts of West are older, with tangled power lines, narrow alleys, 

and maybe less polished infrastructure. Flooding can also affect West Jakarta in certain areas near 

rivers (e.g. some parts of Cengkareng or Kapuk see floods during heavy rain, though drainage has 

improved). If someone expects the skyscraper skyline and ultra-modern environment, West is more 

down-to-earth. That said, areas like Puri Indah are quite modern; it really varies within West. 
 

● Fewer Expat-Focused Amenities: While West Jakarta has a large population, it doesn’t have as 

many expat services as South. For example, fewer international schools (though some are reachable 

by school bus), not as many Western restaurants or specialty grocers (though Carrefours and such 

supply most needs). If you don’t speak much Indonesian, you might initially find communication a 

bit more challenging here compared to Kemang, as English usage is less common in daily settings. 

However, basic English is understood in malls and by many younger people. It’s part of the 

immersion trade-off. 
 

● Environmental Concerns: West Jakarta has a lot of industrial activity around it (and many vehicles 

going to/from port through it), so air quality can be a concern on bad days – though Jakarta as a 

whole faces this. Also some pockets of West have poor waste management – certain rivers or 

drains might be less clean. The government is working on these issues, but it’s something you might 

notice, e.g. occasional whiffs from Angke river, or seeing trash piles in some alleys. Living in a 

well-maintained complex mitigates this, but it’s a city reality. 

Relocation Tips for West Jakarta 

● Choose Location Based on Routine: West Jakarta is big – decide what’s important for you. If you 

work in Central daily, living in Tanjung Duren/Slipi would shorten commute. If you want quiet family 

life, maybe Puri Indah or Meruya. Map out key places (work, maybe a spouse’s work, children’s 

school) and try to pick a spot that minimizes total commuting. Being near a toll road on-ramp (if you 

drive) or a TransJakarta stop can drastically improve daily life. 
 

 



 
 
 

● Housing Exploration: Use an agent or go on foot to explore complexes. West Jakarta has many 

mid-range apartments that might not be heavily advertised online, but local agents (or websites like 

Jendela360) have listings. When apartment hunting, check things like: is water supply consistent 

(some older places have schedule for water), how’s the cell signal (important for remote work), and 

how’s the traffic flow immediately around it (e.g. getting in/out of Mediterania complex at rush 

hour can take time due to mall traffic). If renting a house, ask about flood history and if the house 

has a raised foundation – some older homes installed pumps or higher floors after past floods. Also, 

meet the landlord if possible; many are individual owners, and a good relationship helps for 

maintenance issues. 
 

● Learn Basic Indonesian: In West Jakarta, a little Bahasa goes a long way. While you can survive with 

English, knowing how to ask directions, prices, or exchange pleasantries in Indonesian will vastly 

enhance your experience. Neighbors and shopkeepers will warm up to you if you try. You could take 

a course at a language center in West (some universities like BINUS might offer evening language 

classes) or hire a tutor. It will help with everything from bargaining in Glodok to instructing a GoJek 

driver to your exact address. 
 

● Embrace the Local Lifestyle: Don’t shy away from local markets and warungs (small eateries). They 

are a treasure trove in West. For instance, try doing your produce shopping at Pasar Kopro or Pasar 

Puri – fresher and cheaper than supermarkets. Not only will you save money, but you’ll connect 

with the community. Similarly, attend local events – if your neighborhood has a 17th August 

(Independence Day) celebration or a cultural parade, join in! It’s a chance to feel at home and 

understand Jakarta’s heart. West Jakarta people are generally quite down-to-earth and friendly, 

especially if you show interest in their way of life. 
 

● Plan for Commutes and Travel: If you plan to travel often out of Jakarta (for work trips or weekend 

getaways), West Jakarta is convenient for airport but less so for train station (Gambir is across 

town). However, you can use the commuter rail from Duri to catch the airport train at BNI City, or 

just ride a cab 30-40 mins to Gambir off-peak. For daily commuting, consider investing in a 

commuter-friendly motorcycle or bike if you’re brave enough (many residents eventually get a 

small scooter to zip around local areas). Alternatively, budget for ride-hailing – it’s part of life here, 

and still cheaper than owning a car when all costs considered. If driving a car, learn the shortcuts 

(often smaller streets parallel to main roads can save time – locals or Google Maps can reveal 

these). 
 

● Tap into Expat Networks Lite: There may not be a big expat society hub in West, but there are likely 

Facebook groups or WhatsApp chats of expats who live in West Jakarta. Try finding them (e.g. 

“Expats in Jakarta” group queries can connect you). They can share tips specific to the area (like 

best doctor or salon in West, or carpool options). Also, consider joining any clubs or gyms where 

fellow professionals might be – sometimes that’s how you accidentally meet others in the same 

boat. 

 

 



 
 
 

West Jakarta FAQ 

Q: Is West Jakarta a good place for a first-time expat in Indonesia? 
A: It can be, depending on what you value. West Jakarta offers a more authentic Jakarta experience 

compared to the expat bubble of South Jakarta. If you’re excited to immerse yourself in local culture, try a 

wide range of local foods, and perhaps pick up Indonesian faster, West Jakarta is great. You’ll find people 

are friendly and many do speak some English, but you’ll also be nudged to learn the local way of life. 

However, if you’re someone who prefers lots of international amenities (like many expat-oriented 

restaurants, close proximity to other expats, etc.), you might find West a bit isolating initially. There are 

fewer foreigners, so you have to be proactive to socialize (maybe via work or interest groups). That said, 

many first-time expats have thrived in West Jakarta by engaging with the community. Plus, the cost savings 

and closeness to cultural sites are big perks. It boils down to personal preference – adventurous newcomers 

often love West Jkt, while those seeking a soft landing with familiar comforts might lean towards 

South/Central first. 

Q: How does West Jakarta compare to South Jakarta in terms of lifestyle? 
A: The lifestyle in West Jakarta is more low-key and traditional, whereas South Jakarta’s is more upscale and 

international. In South, you have fancy cafes, fine dining, and a lot of nightlife catering to young 

professionals and expats. In West, entertainment might be more about local food hunts, mall outings, or 

family gatherings. For example, a Friday night in South might be bar-hopping in Senopati, while in West it 

might be having seafood at a bustling street stall with friends. West Jakarta’s malls like Central Park are very 

modern, so you still get the city glitz – but overall, you’ll find fewer “trendy” spots. Dress code and social 

scene are a bit more modest too; you’ll see more people in casual wear or traditional attire in West. Also, 

West Jakarta is culturally more mixed with strong Chinese-Indonesian influences and Muslim communities 

side by side – so you might hear azan (call to prayer) frequently and also see Chinese New Year celebrations, 

a rich mix. South Jakarta tends to be more homogenously cosmopolitan. In summary: South = polished 

cosmopolitan lifestyle, West = authentic vibrant local lifestyle. Both have traffic and malls; both are fun in 

their own ways! 

Q: Are there many international communities or foreigners in West Jakarta? 
A: The concentration of foreigners in West Jakarta is smaller than in areas like Kemang or Central Jakarta. 

However, there are still some: notably, a number of East Asian expats (Japanese, Korean) live around Puri 

Indah/Kebon Jeruk due to factories or work in that side of town. You might notice Korean supermarkets or 

Japanese restaurants catering to them. Also, some Indian and Middle Eastern expats due to wholesale 

businesses in Glodok or textile trade in Tanah Abang might reside in West. There isn’t really a Western expat 

hangout enclave in West Jakarta – most Western expats gather in South/Central for socializing, even if they 

live in West. But if you make local friends or coworkers, you likely won’t feel the lack of foreigners as much. 

And you can always easily travel to popular expat spots on weekends. Over time, as more companies set up 

in Puri Indah etc., we might see a growing international community in West. For now, expect to be a bit 

more of a novelty as a foreigner in some West Jakarta neighborhoods – which can be fun, as locals might be 

very curious and welcoming towards you. 

Q: What about safety in West Jakarta? 
A: West Jakarta is generally safe, like the rest of Jakarta, especially in residential and commercial areas. 

People walk around at night near food stalls or in their neighborhoods without major concern. Violent 

 



 
 
 
crime is rare. Petty crimes like snatch theft or pickpocketing can occur, particularly in crowded markets or 

buses, so usual precautions apply (keep your bag in front of you in a crowd, don’t flash phones in very 

congested traditional markets, etc.). In Glodok’s busy market alleys, for example, it’s good to stay aware of 

your pockets just as you would in any crowded marketplace. Traffic-wise, be careful crossing streets since 

Jakarta drivers can be chaotic – use pedestrian bridges or crossings when possible. One safety aspect: fire 

hazards – some high-density areas in West (like old town or densely populated kampungs) have closely built 

houses, so fires can spread if they occur (due to electrical short circuit or such). It’s not common in expat 

accommodations, but be sure your residence has safety measures (fire exits, extinguishers). Also, as 

mentioned, a few areas have flooding issues; during heavy rains, avoid wading in flood water and follow 

local guidance. The city often provides warnings if high flood risk. On the whole, West Jakarta residents look 

out for each other – if you stay friendly with neighbors and guards, they’ll often keep an eye and that 

community security is a strong plus. 

Q: What are some must-try experiences in West Jakarta for a newcomer? 
A: Oh, there are many! Here are a few: 

1. Explore Kota Tua (Old Town) – Visit Museum Fatahillah, hop on a colorful bicycle for a ride around 

the square, and have a coffee at the historic Café Batavia overlooking the plaza. It’s a trip back in 

time. 
 

2. Culinary crawl in Glodok – Go on a morning food tour of Chinatown: sample piping hot dumplings, 

visit the traditional Chinese medicine shops, slurp kopi tubruk (coffee) at an old-school coffee joint. 

Don’t miss trying soto betawi (Jakarta beef soup) or es podeng (iced dessert) from a street cart. 
 

3. Shopping at Tanah Abang or Mangga Dua – Even just for the experience. Tanah Abang is the largest 

textile market; wandering its maze-like alleys is eye-opening (go weekdays to avoid the mad rush). 

Mangga Dua is bargain electronics and fashion – test your haggling skills! 
 

4. Evening at Central Park Mall – This mall has a lovely outdoor park area with fountains. Often on 

weekends, there are live music or events. Grab a seat outdoors, enjoy the vibe with the locals (and 

maybe pet some dogs – people bring their pets to the park). 
 

5. Street food night in Cengkareng or Pesanggrahan – If you love food, one night go to the street 

known as “Tenda Cengkareng” or Pantjoran PIK (technically North, but culturally tied) where dozens 

of tent stalls sell everything from grilled seafood to martabak (stuffed pancake) to durian. It’s a true 

Jakarta experience to eat on little plastic stools by the roadside, super casual and delicious. 
 

6. Visit a local community event – If your neighborhood has a celebration, like a Cap Go Meh festival 

in Glodok (with dragon dances) or a Lebaran evening market before Eid, go participate. Or even a 

neighborhood badminton tournament – join in or cheer along! 
Each of these will give you a taste of West Jakarta’s character. The area is full of hidden gems and by 

taking the initiative to experience them, you’ll quickly feel at home in your new city. 

 

https://jendela360.com/en/apartment/central-jakarta#:~:text=How%20about%20the%20culinary%20tour%3F,Pork%20main%20dish%20in%20here


 
 
 

Your Jakarta Journey Begins! 

Relocating to Jakarta is a grand adventure – a chance to dive into one of Asia’s most dynamic cities and 

make it your own. This Jakarta Relocation Starter Kit has walked you through the five regions – Central, 

South, West, East, and North Jakarta – each with its distinct flavor, pros and cons, housing markets, and 

lifestyle offerings. By now, you’ve likely identified a region (or two) that resonates most with your needs and 

personality. 

Whichever area you choose, remember that Jakarta is all about community and exploration. Don’t be 

afraid to venture beyond your neighborhood – a professional living in South can still enjoy North’s seafood 

weekends, and a family in East can make mall trips to West – the city becomes truly yours when you explore 

its entirety. Embrace the local language (learn those key phrases like makan for eat, and terima kasih for 

thank you), savor the street foods, and engage with the friendly locals. Jakartans are known for their 

warmth and humor – they’ll love sharing insider tips or a good joke once you break the ice. 

A few final practical tips as you gear up for the move: 

● Choose a Reputable Realtor: Especially for renting or buying property, a trusted agent (like Noble 

Asia, who specializes in Jakarta relocations) can save you time and stress. They’ll help negotiate the 

best deal, navigate paperwork, and ensure you avoid any pitfalls with leases or local regulations. 
 

● Get Your Paperwork in Order: Before and after arriving, handle those bureaucratic must-dos – work 

permit (for expats), KITAS, registering your address with the local authorities (for Indonesians, 

update your KTP), and so on. It’s not glamorous, but it smooths out your stay. Noble Asia or your 

employer’s HR can often guide you through these steps. 
 

● Budget Smartly: Moving cities has upfront costs – deposits, furniture, maybe a car purchase. Plan a 

relocation budget (our kit’s cost breakdowns can feed into this) so you’re prepared. And maintain 

an emergency fund for those unpredictable Jakarta moments (like a sudden need to replace a 

flooded appliance or a last-minute flight home). 
 

● Stay Open-Minded and Flexible: Jakarta can be a paradox – ultramodern one moment and deeply 

traditional the next. Traffic might throw off your schedule, or a rainstorm might change your plans. 

Patience and a sense of humor go a long way. In return, this city will reward you with unforgettable 

experiences and opportunities for growth, both professional and personal. 
 

Lastly, we encourage you to reach out to us at Noble Asia. As relocation specialists passionate about 

Jakarta, we’re here to help make your transition seamless. Whether you need a personalized area tour, 

housing search tailored to your criteria, or just have questions about daily life here, Noble Asia’s team is 

just a call or message away. We can connect you with fellow expats, provide private tours of 

neighborhoods you’re eyeing, and even set up meetings with residents who’ve been in your shoes. We 

want you to not just move to Jakarta, but thrive here 

 



Ready to take the next step in your Jakarta
journey?

Contact Noble Asia today to schedule your free relocation
consultation. We’ll listen to your needs, answer any lingering
questions, and craft a custom game plan – whether it’s
finding that perfect apartemen Jakarta Selatan with a view,
or plotting the best school route in Jakarta Pusat. Think of us
as your first friendly neighbor in Jakarta – always ready to
assist, guide, and welcome you to this amazing city.
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